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One of the New York Times’s Best Ten Books of the Year

Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction

Winner of the 2014 J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize, the PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award, the Los
Angeles Times Book Prize, the Ridenhour Book Prize, the 2014 American Medical Writers Association
Medical Book Award (Public/Healthcare Consumers), a 2014 Science in Society Journalism Award,
and the SIBA 2014 Book Award for Nonfiction

An ALA Notable Book, finalist for the NYPL 2014 Helen Bernstein Award, shortlisted for the
PEN/E.O. Wilson Award and the ALA Andrew Carnegie Medal

An NPR “Great Reads” Book, a Chicago Tribune Best Book, a Seattle Times Best Book, a Time
Magazine Best Book, Entertainment Weekly’s #1 Nonfiction Book, a Christian Science Monitor Best
Book, and a Kansas City Star Best Book

Pulitzer Prize winner Sheri Fink’s landmark investigation of patient deaths at a New Orleans hospital
ravaged by Hurricane Katrina – and her suspenseful portrayal of the quest for truth and justice.

In the tradition of the best investigative journalism, physician and reporter Sheri Fink reconstructs 5 days at
Memorial Medical Center and draws the reader into the lives of those who struggled mightily to survive and
to maintain life amid chaos.

After Katrina struck and the floodwaters rose, the power failed, and the heat climbed, exhausted caregivers
chose to designate certain patients last for rescue. Months later, several health professionals faced criminal
allegations that they deliberately injected numerous patients with drugs to hasten their deaths.

Five Days at Memorial, the culmination of six years of reporting, unspools the mystery of what happened in
those days, bringing the reader into a hospital fighting for its life and into a conversation about the most
terrifying form of health care rationing.

In a voice at once involving and fair, masterful and intimate, Fink exposes the hidden dilemmas of end-of-
life care and reveals just how ill-prepared we are in America for the impact of large-scale disasters—and
how we can do better. A remarkable book, engrossing from start to finish, Five Days at Memorial radically
transforms your understanding of human nature in crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

This Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Five Days at Memorial: Life and
Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-
Ravaged Hospital giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lori Morgan:

The guide untitled Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital is the publication
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Christine Furst:

Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Five Days at
Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Julian Eaton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a
Storm-Ravaged Hospital can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital.
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