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There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might imagine in our
choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's addition to Oxford's popular Very
Short Introductions series is a stimulating essay about how people study and understand history. The book
begins by inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and then
explores the ways in which these questions have been answered in the past. Such key concepts as causation,
interpretation, and periodization are introduced by way of concrete examples of how historians work, thus
giving the reader a sense of the excitement implicit in discovering the past--and ourselves.

The aim throughout History: A Very Short Introduction is to discuss theories of history in a general, pithy,
and accessible manner, rather than delve into specific periods. This is a book that will appeal to all students
and general readers with an interest in history or historiography.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

With other case, little persons like to read book History: A Very Short Introduction. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book History: A
Very Short Introduction. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Laura Rogers:

The book History: A Very Short Introduction make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book History: A Very Short
Introduction being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-
book History: A Very Short Introduction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Alice Ressler:

This History: A Very Short Introduction is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having History: A Very Short
Introduction in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Brant Castillo:

You will get this History: A Very Short Introduction by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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