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The pleasant historical novel which is now offered to the American public, refers to a period of history very
much misrepresented, though very frequently written about, or at least referred to by popular writers. In the
contest between Pope Alexander III. and the Emperor Frederic Barbarossa, we see a very important phase of
the long struggle between the spiritual and civil power; a struggle, in which was fought the battle of real
liberty, and real Christian civilization, against brute force and Pagan tyranny. Perhaps nothing has been so
badly understood as the real casus belli in this struggle of centuries. Most non-Catholics firmly believe that
the conflict arose from an effort of the Church to obtain universal dominion; to make princes and people bow
to her behests on all matters; to reduce the civil ruler to the condition of a mere lieutenant of the Pontiff, to
be removed at will by that spiritual autocrat, and, of course, to improve the condition of her own officials;
securing for them the choicest and fairest portions of all the good things of the earth. The Emperors and
Kings who were hostile to the Church are painted, on the other hand, as the assertors of civil liberty, the
William Tells that refused to salute the tyrant’s cap, even though it were called a tiara; the heroes, that in a
superstitious age braved the terrors of excommunication, rather than sink into a degraded servitude, to the
heartless ambition of churchmen.
Nothing can be farther from the truth than this view of the subject. In reality, what the Church fought for
during this long struggle was—not power, but—liberty. She refused to admit that she was a corporation
existing by the permission, or the creation of the State. She claimed to be a spiritual society, existing by the
fiat of the will of God, entirely independent in her own sphere, having a government of her own; executive,
legislative, and judicial rights and duties of her own; an end of her own, far above and beyond the affairs of
this world. It was for this liberty and independence that her martyrs had died, her confessors languished in
prison, her saints prayed and suffered. When the rulers of the world became Christian, the difficulties in the
way of her liberty did not cease; they only assumed a new form. Open opposition became oppression, under
the specious name of protection; and the State made every effort to restrain and shackle a power, the
indomitable energy and dauntless courage of which it imagined it had reason to fear.
This was, indeed, one of the “empty” things which the sons of men, crafty in their own generation, allow
themselves to say when they speak of spiritual things. The unrestrained power of the city of God on earth
cannot hinder, or in any way interfere with the true development of the earthly commonwealth. Truth,
morality, justice, are the surest foundations of civil peace, liberty, and prosperity. Under the pretence of
defending their rights and those of their people, civil rulers have endeavored to subjugate the Church,
enslave her ministers, make her, in a word, merely a piece of government machinery, to register their
decrees, and enforce them with her anathemas. Had they succeeded, the only bulwark of freedom would have
been swept away; for as man has no right higher or holier than freedom of conscience, that is, freedom to
serve God rather than man, had this right been sacrificed to the imperious demands of the civil power, other
rights less important, such as those which constitute civil liberty, would have been lost with it…
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From reader reviews:

Therese Watson:

This Barbarossa: A Historical Novel of the 12th Century is brand-new way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Barbarossa: A
Historical Novel of the 12th Century can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life and knowledge.

Tammy Jones:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Barbarossa: A Historical Novel of the 12th Century. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.

Martin Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Barbarossa: A Historical Novel of the 12th Century
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Barbarossa: A Historical Novel of
the 12th Century has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading that.

Marco Manuel:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which
filled update of news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are
available for anyone. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia,
reference book, story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your
spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the Barbarossa: A Historical Novel of the 12th Century
when you needed it?
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