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Christian confessions are usually seen as statements of faith which has no relationship with politics. The
result is a tendency to view these documents as theological but not political. This study discusses this
misconception but adds that although these documents are not to be perceived as political per se, that they
can nonetheless not ignore the political contexts from which they emerge. Two confessional documents are
discussed to illustrate the point, viz the 'Barmen Theological Declaration' (1934) in Nazi-Germany as well as
the Belhar Confession (1986) during apartheid South Africa. The findings of the study is that the theology of
Karl Barth and therefore the 'Belhar Confession' establishes and unavoidable link between christian
confessions and politics. The word 'confession' is used here in relation to Barth's interpretation of our
responsibility to speak about God because of the fact that we are christian and also our inability to speak
about God as if God is known in God's entire to our. Seen in this way, confessional theology is opposed to
tendencies that gives the impression that we are able to speak about God as if we know god in God's entirety.
Five characteristics in the theology of barth are investigated. These characteristics illustrate the degree to
which theology is related to politics. It also point out the fact that politics was never a marginal factor in the
theological reflections of Barth. The study suggests that the theology of Barth remains relevant because it
interprets the Word in a manner that does not ignore the contexts in which this interpretation of the Word
takes place. The study furthermore suggests that the entire theology of Barth can be construed as
confessional theology. It arrives at this end and makes very clear that confessional theology differs
fundamentally from 'confessonalism', but that confessional theology always calls for those who espouse it to
embody that which is confessed. To uphold the characteristics of confessional theology in the theology of
Barth, it is agreed that his theology continued to play significant roles in different theological contexts. It is
because of this view that it is argued that the theology of Barth had a great influence on the Belhar
Confession. The debate around the Belhar Confession brings further important questions about the
theological situation in South Africa today. In the end it is suggested that confessional theology is a
significant theological method which can safeguard theology from the claws of 'theologised politics'.
Confessional theology can thus make a significant contribution to the current theological debates in
democratic South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis of the Theology of
Karl Barth and Its Significance for the Belhar Confession had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book
Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis of the Theology of Karl Barth and Its Significance for the
Belhar Confession is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis of the Theology of Karl Barth and Its
Significance for the Belhar Confession. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Howard Martinez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis of the Theology of
Karl Barth and Its Significance for the Belhar Confession why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bernice Hicks:

This Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis of the Theology of Karl Barth and Its Significance for the
Belhar Confession is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately
using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis of the
Theology of Karl Barth and Its Significance for the Belhar Confession in your hand like having the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Joni Thompson:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Confessional Theology?: A Critical Analysis
of the Theology of Karl Barth and Its Significance for the Belhar Confession is simple to develop you can



read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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