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Capital as a Social Kind provides an introduction to social kinds in social theory. Thinking about kinds, the
way we sort the things of the world into categories -- water, for example, is a natural kind – has made an
important contribution to our understanding of science in the last half century, but these advances have been
largely applicable to the natural, rather than the social sciences. Drawing on the rich examples offered by
Marx’s analysis of capital and exploring a methodology that will be of interest to both Marxist and non-
Marxist social theorists alike, Capital as a Social Kind extends this approach to the study of social life.

The book argues that, provoked by his study of Aristotle, Marx’s attentions foreshadowed contemporary
themes in the realist philosophy of science. Importantly, social kind analysis is relevant not only to
understanding his critique of political economy but illuminates also a materialist study of law, justice,
morality and the transition to socialism. Social kind analysis also opens a path for the development of
today’s moral realism by suggesting the need for a systematic study of the causal structures of social life. In
this respect the importance of normative themes in Marxism is defended against claims that the Marxist
tradition lacks the resources to call capitalism unjust or to defend morality and human rights.

The origin of capital, Marx suggests, can be found in the rupture of an original unity between the laborer and
the means of labor, and the book explores the way a structure of separations best characterizes capital as a
social kind. This uncovers a little developed emphasis in Marx’s work – his focus on the phenomena of
separation that define our lives and also on forms of association required to transcend them. Given that
capitalism has made the instruments of labor instruments of social labor, forms of association that would
recover worker control over them must be democratic. The transition to socialism, the book concludes, just
is winning the battle of democracy. This book will be of interest to students and researchers of economics,
philosophy and indeed any social science subject.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

The book Capital as a Social Kind: Definitions and Transformations in the Critique of Political Economy
(Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Capital as a Social
Kind: Definitions and Transformations in the Critique of Political Economy (Routledge Frontiers of Political
Economy)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Capital as a Social Kind:
Definitions and Transformations in the Critique of Political Economy (Routledge Frontiers of Political
Economy) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Danny Chamberland:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Capital as a Social Kind: Definitions and
Transformations in the Critique of Political Economy (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy), you are
able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Donna Vazquez:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Capital as a Social Kind: Definitions and Transformations in the
Critique of Political Economy (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Arthur Pineda:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't



see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Capital as a Social Kind: Definitions and Transformations in the Critique of
Political Economy (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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