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Fr. Robert Griffin, C.S.C. (1925–1999), was a beloved member of the Notre Dame community. With his
cocker spaniel, Darby O’Gill, he was instantly recognizable on campus. He was well known for his priestly
work counseling students as university chaplain for thirty years, his summer ministry to the homeless and
parishioners in New York City, and his weekly columns in the student newspaper, The Observer, in which he
invited the campus community to reflect with him on the challenges and joys of being Catholic in a time of
enormous social and religious change.
 
This collection draws together essays that Griffin wrote for Notre Dame Magazine between 1972 and 1994.
In them, he considers many of the challenges that beset church and campus, such as the laicization of priests,
premarital sex, the erosion of institutional authority, intolerance toward gay people, and failure of fidelity to
the teachings of the church. Griffin also ruminates on the distress that human beings experience in the
ordinariness of their lives—the difficulty of communication in families, grief over the loss of family and
friends, the agonies of isolation, and the need for forgiveness. Griffin’s shrewd insights still ring true for
people today. His efforts to temper the winds of institutional rules, cultural change, and personal suffering
reveal a mind keenly attuned to the need for understanding human limitations and to the presence of grace in
times of change. Griffin quotes from the works of literary modernists, such as Fitzgerald and Hemingway,
whose novels and short stories he loved; in these allusions and in his own reflections and experiences,
Griffin bridges the spiritual and the secular and offers hope for reconciliation and comfort.
 
 
"Father Griffin's essays were widely read, on campus and off, when he wrote them, and they will doubtless
continue to appeal to a large audience of people interested in Notre Dame—students, parents of students,
alumni, and particularly alumni who attended between 1972 and 1994. For all of their social and cultural
commentary, all of their observation of local color on campus or in Times Square, all of their wisecracking,
all of their literary references, and yes, all of their occasional sentimentality, these essays are finally
autobiographical fragments strewn in the wake of a significant spiritual journey, which, in the Quaker
phrase, 'speaks to our condition.'" —Michael O. Garvey, University of Notre Dame
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From reader reviews:

Connie Deroche:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Pocket-Size God: Essays
from Notre Dame Magazine book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Carole Garner:

Here thing why this The Pocket-Size God: Essays from Notre Dame Magazine are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. The Pocket-Size God: Essays from Notre Dame Magazine giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Pocket-Size God: Essays from Notre Dame Magazine. It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Pocket-Size God:
Essays from Notre Dame Magazine in e-book can be your option.

John Dame:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book The Pocket-Size God: Essays from Notre Dame Magazine it is
very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
features high quality.

Jack Lacasse:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. The Pocket-Size God: Essays from Notre Dame Magazine can be your answer



because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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