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Suite Française is both a brilliant novel of wartime and an extraordinary historical document. An unmatched
evocation of the exodus from Paris after the German invasion of 1940, and of life under the Nazi occupation,
it was written by the esteemed French novelist Irène Némirovsky as events unfolded around her. This
haunting masterpiece has been hailed by European critics as a War and Peace for the Second World War.

Though she conceived the book as a five-part work (based on the form of Beethoven s Fifth Symphony),
Irène Némirovsky was able to write only the first two parts, Storm in June and Dolce, before she was
arrested in July 1942. She died in Auschwitz the following month. The manuscript was saved by her young
daughter Denise; it was only decades later that Denise learned that what she had imagined was her mother s
journal was in fact an invaluable work of art.

Storm in June takes place in the tumult of the evacuation from Paris in 1940, just before the arrival of the
invading German army. It moves vividly between different levels of society from the wealthy Péricand
family, whose servants pack up their possessions for them, to a group of orphans from the 16th
arrondissement escaping in a military truck. Némirovsky s immense canvas includes deserting soldiers and
terrified secretaries, cynical bank directors and hapless priests, egotistical writers and hardscrabble
prostitutes all thrown together in a chaotic attempt to escape the capital. Moving between them chapter by
chapter, this thrilling novel describes a journey hampered and in some cases abandoned because of
confusion, shelling, rumour, lack of supplies, bad luck and ordinary human weakness. Cars break down or
are stolen; relatives are forgotten; friends are divided; but there are also moments of love and charity.
Throughout, whether depicting saintly forbearance or the basest selfishness, Storm in June neither sweetens
nor demonizes its characters; unsentimentally, with stunning perceptiveness, Némirovsky shows the
complexities that mean no-one is simply a hero or villain.

The second volume, Dolce, is set in the German-occupied village of Bussy. Again, Némirovsky switches
seamlessly between social strata, from tenant farmers to the local aristocracy. The focus, however, is on the
delicate, secret love affair between a German soldier and the French woman in whose house he has been
billeted; the passion, doubts and deceits of their burgeoning relationship echo the complex mixture of
hostility and acceptance felt by the occupied community as a whole. Némirovsky is amazingly sensitive in
her depiction of changing, often contradictory emotions, but her attention to the personal is matched by her
sharp-eyed discussion of small-town life and the politics of occupation. In this myth-dissolving book, the
French villagers see the Germans as oppressive warriors, but also as handsome young men, and occupation
does nothing to remedy the condescension and envy that bedevil relations between rich and poor.

Quite apart from the astonishing story of its survival, Suite Française is a novel of genius and lasting artistic
value. Subtle, often fiercely ironic, and deeply compassionate, it is both a piercing record of its time and a
humane, profoundly moving novel.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Suite
Française (French Edition) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Suite Française (French Edition)is one of several books that will everyone read now. That
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Louis McCarthy:

The book Suite Française (French Edition) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to
you. The book Suite Française (French Edition) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Roberta Nieves:

Suite Française (French Edition) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Suite Française
(French Edition) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
new stage of crucial pondering.

Stacey Greene:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Suite Française (French Edition) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Suite Française (French Edition).
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