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The New York Times best-selling story from the author of The Good Lord Bird, winner of the 2013 National
Book Award for Fiction.

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet
steadfast in her love for her 12 black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his
mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of
Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. The son of a black minister and a woman who would not
admit she was white, James McBride grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his 11 siblings in the poor, all-
black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn.

In The Color of Water, McBride retraces his mother's footsteps and, through her searing and spirited voice,
recreates her remarkable story. The daughter of a failed itinerant Orthodox rabbi, she was born Rachel
Shilsky (actually Ruchel Dwara Zylska) in Poland on April 1, 1921. Fleeing pogroms, her family emigrated
to America and ultimately settled in Suffolk, Virginia, a small town where anti-Semitism and racial tensions
ran high. At 17, after fleeing Virginia and settling in New York City, Ruth married a black minister and
founded the all- black New Brown Memorial Baptist Church in her Red Hook living room. "God is the color
of water," Ruth McBride taught her children, firmly convinced that life's blessings and life's values transcend
race.

Interspersed throughout his mother's compelling narrative, McBride shares candid recollections of his own
experiences as a mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with drugs and violence, and his eventual self-
realization and professional success. The Color of Water touches listeners of all colors as a vivid portrait of
growing up, a haunting meditation on race and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a mother from her son.
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From reader reviews:

Adam McGrath:

The book The Color of Water gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Color of Water to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Color of Water. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Scott Lowe:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Color of Water, you may
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Noel Klein:

The book untitled The Color of Water contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Allen Yopp:

Beside this kind of The Color of Water in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Color of Water because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this?
Find this book along with read it from now!
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