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In The Gestural Origin of Language, Sherman Wilcox and David Armstrong use evidence from and about
sign languages to explore the origins of language as we know it today. According to their model, it is sign,
not spoken languages, that is the original mode of human communication.

The authors demonstrate that modern language is derived from practical actions and gestures that were
increasingly recognized as having the potential to represent, and hence to communicate. In other words, the
fundamental ability that allows us to use language is our ability to use pictures or icons, rather than linguistic
symbols. Evidence from the human fossil record supports the authors' claim by showing that we were
anatomically able to produce gestures and signs before we were able to speak fluently. Although speech
evolved later as a secondary linguistic communication device that eventually replaced sign language as the
primary mode of communication, speech has never entirely replaced signs and gestures.

As the first comprehensive attempt to trace the origin of grammar to gesture, this volume will be an
invaluable resource for students and professionals in psychology, linguistics, and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Gestural Origin of Language
(Perspectives on Deafness) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Samantha Peay:

The book with title The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Kevin Loesch:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Gestural Origin of Language
(Perspectives on Deafness) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you may pick The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) become your
own starter.

Nathan Pope:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) can give
you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on
Deafness).
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