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Dispatches from the new front lines of parenthood

When the two-time National Book Award finalist Melissa Fay Greene confided to friends that she and her
husband planned to adopt a four-year-old boy from Bulgaria to add to their four children at home, the news
threatened to place her, she writes, "among the greats: the Kennedys, the McCaughey septuplets, the von
Trapp family singers, and perhaps even Mrs. Feodor Vassilyev, who, according to the Guinness Book of
World Records, gave birth to sixty-nine children in eighteenth-century Russia."

Greene is best known for her books on the civil rights movement and the African HIV/AIDS pandemic. She's
been praised for her "historian's urge for accuracy," her "sociologist's sense of social nuance," and her
"writerly passion for the beauty of language."

But Melissa and her husband have also pursued a more private vocation: parenthood. "We so loved raising
our four children by birth, we didn't want to stop. When the clock started to run down on the home team, we
brought in ringers."

When the number of children hit nine, Greene took a break from reporting. She trained her journalist's eye
upon events at home. Fisseha was riding a bike down the basement stairs; out on the porch, a squirrel was
sitting on Jesse's head; vulgar posters had erupted on bedroom walls; the insult niftam (the Amharic word for
"snot") had led to fistfights; and four non-native-English-speaking teenage boys were researching, on Mom's
computer, the subject of "saxing."

"At first I thought one of our trombone players was considering a change of instrument," writes Greene.
"Then I remembered: they can't spell."

Using the tools of her trade, she uncovered the true subject of the "saxing" investigation, inspiring the
chapter "Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex, but Couldn't Spell."

A celebration of parenthood; an ingathering of children, through birth and out of loss and bereavement; a
relishing of moments hilarious and enlightening--No Biking in the House Without a Helmet is a loving
portrait of a unique twenty first-century family as it wobbles between disaster and joy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pisano:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book No Biking in the
House Without a Helmet. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Janice Perry:

The guide with title No Biking in the House Without a Helmet has lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Christina Fitts:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love No Biking in the House Without a
Helmet, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Austin Barnes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually No Biking in the House Without a Helmet.
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