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At dawn on 10 July 1941, massed tanks and motorized infantry of German Army Group Center's Second and
Third Panzer Groups crossed the Dnepr and Western Dvina Rivers, beginning what Adolf Hitler, the Fuhrer
of Germany's Third Reich, and most German officers and soldiers believed would be atriumphal march on
Moscow, the capital of the Soviet Union. Less than three weeks before, on 22 June Hitler had unleashed his
Wehrmacht's massive invasion of the Soviet Union code-named Operation Barbarossa, which sought to
defeat the Soviet Union's Red Army, conguer the country, and unseat its Communist ruler, Josef Stalin.
Between 22 June and 10 July, the Wehrmacht advanced up to 500 kilometers into Soviet territory, killed or
captured up to one million Red Army soldiers, and reached the western banks of the Western Dvina and
Dnepr Rivers, by doing so satisfying the premier assumption of Plan Barbarossa that the Third Reich would
emerge victorious if it could defeat and destroy the bulk of the Red Army before it withdrew to safely behind
those two rivers. With the Red Army now shattered, Hitler and most Germans expected total victory in a
matter of weeks. The ensuing battles in the Smolensk region frustrated German hopes for quick victory.
Once across the Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, a surprised Wehrmacht encountered five fresh Soviet armies.
Despite destroying two of these armies outright, severely damaging two others, and encircling the remnants
of three of these armiesin the Smolensk region, quick victory eluded the Germans. Instead, Soviet forces
encircled in Mogilev and Smolensk stubbornly refused to surrender, and while they fought on, during July,
August, and into early September, first five and then atotal of seven newly mobilized Soviet armies struck
back vicioudly at the advancing Germans, conducting multiple counterattacks and counterstrokes, capped by
two mgjor counteroffensives that sapped German strength and will. Despite immense losses in men and
materiel, these desperate Soviet actions derailed Operation Barbarossa. Smarting from countless wounds
inflicted on his vaunted Wehrmacht, even before the fighting ended in the Smolensk region, Hitler postponed
his march on Moscow and instead turned his forces southward to engage 'softer targets in the Kiev region.
The 'derailment’ of the Wehrmacht at Smolensk ultimately became the crucial turning point in Operation
Barbarossa.

Serving as both a companion to the previous three text volumes in this monumental study, and asa

standal one battlefield atlas, this volume provides over one hundred specially commissioned color maps that
trace the course of the campaign, each accompanied by a detailed caption.
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From reader reviews:
Terrie Anderson:

The book Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 - Atlas gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make studying a book Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941
Volume 4 - Atlas for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like start and read a
guide Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 - Atlas. Kinds of
book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Dolores Schreiber:

The book Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 - Atlas can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important
thing like abook Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 -
Atlas? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info
for us. It isabsolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
itis possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for
Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 - Atlas has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by wide open and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Wanda Sousa:

The e-book untitled Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 -
Atlasisthe guide that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did alot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Barbarossa Derailed: The
Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 VVolume 4 - Atlas from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy freetime.

Teresa White:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. On this modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You



can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941 Volume 4 - Atlas
when you essential it?
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