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Previous research on Mesopotamian Flood traditions tended to focus on a few textual sources. How the
traditions originated and developed as awhole has not been seriously investigated. By systematically
examining alarge body of relevant cuneiform sources of diverse genres from the earliest period of
Mesopotamian literary production in the Early Dynastic |11 period (ca. 2600-2350 BC) to the end of first
millennium BC, Y. S. Chen observesthat it is during the Old Babylonian period (ca. 2000-1600 BC) that the
first and classical attestations of the Flood traditions are found. On linguistic, conceptual and literary-
historical grounds, Chen argues that the Flood traditions emerged relatively late in Sumerian traditions. He
traces different evolutionary stages of the Flood traditions, from the emergence of the Flood motif within the
socio-palitical and cultural contexts of the early Isin dynasty (ca. 2017-1896 BC), to the diverse
mythological representations of the motif in literary traditions, to the historicisation of the motif in
chronography, and finally to the interactions between various strands of the Flood traditions and other
Mesopotamian literary traditions, such as Sumerian and Babylonian compositions about Gilgame& #353.

By uncovering the processes through which the Flood traditions were constructed, Chen offers avaluable
case study on the complex and dynamic relationship between myth-making, the development of literature,
therise of historical consciousness and historiography, and socio-political circumstancesin the ancient
world. The origins and development of the Flood traditions examined in the book represents one of the best
documented examples illustrating the continuities and changes in Mesopotamian intellectual, linguistic,
literary, socio-political and religious history over the course of two and a half millennia.
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Drake:

The book The Primeva Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in Mesopotamian Traditions
(Oxford Oriental Monographs) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early
Development in Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs) being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. Y ou
are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins
and Early Development in Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Sandra Yunker:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We al know
that that book is very important normally. The book The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early
Development in Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs) has been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
reserve The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in Mesopotamian Traditions
(Oxford Oriental Monographs) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend
when you really fedl bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in
Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs). Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Bernice Mignone:

This book untitled The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in M esopotamian
Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs) to be one of several books in which best seller in thisyear, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy that book in the
book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereisno
reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Gordon Rollins:

The book untitled The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in Mesopotamian
Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs) contain alot of information on that. The writer explains the girl
ideawith easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry,



you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.
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