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Recent outbursts sparked by a viral video and controversial cartoons powerfully illustrate the passions and
sensitivities that continue to surround the depiction of the seventh-century founder of Islam. The Lives of
Muhammad delves into the many ways the Prophet’s life story has been told from the earliest days of Islam
to the present, by both Muslims and non-Muslims. Emphasizing the major transformations since the
nineteenth century, Kecia Ali shows that far from being mutually opposed, these various perspectives have
become increasingly interdependent.

Since the nineteenth century, two separate streams of writing, one hagiographic and the other polemical,
have merged into a single, contentious story about the life of Muhammad. Protestant missionaries, European
Orientalists, Indian and Egyptian modernists, and American voices across the spectrum, including preachers,
scholars, Islamophobes, journalists, academics, and new-age gurus, debated Muhammad’s character and the
facts of his life. In the process, texts written symbolically came to be read literally. Muhammad’s
accomplishments as a religious and political leader, his military encounters with Meccans and Medinan
Jews, and?a subject of perennial interest?his relationships with women, including his young wife Aisha, are
among the key subjects writers engaged, repurposing early materials for new circumstances.

Many of the ideas about Muhammad that Muslims embrace today?Muhammad the social reformer,
Muhammad the consummate leader, Muhammad the ideal husband?arose in tandem and in tension with
Western depictions. These were in turn shaped by new ideas about religion, sexuality, and human
accomplishments.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pierce:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Lives of Muhammad will make you to become
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Megan Lapointe:

Here thing why this particular The Lives of Muhammad are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. The Lives of Muhammad giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Lives of Muhammad. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Lives of
Muhammad in e-book can be your choice.

Ellen McNulty:

The reserve untitled The Lives of Muhammad is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The
Lives of Muhammad from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Gregory Sowers:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Lives of Muhammad this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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