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More than twenty years ago, the NPR correspondent Anne Garrels first visited Chelyabinsk, a gritty
military-industrial center a thousand miles east of Moscow. The longtime home of the Soviet nuclear
program, the Chelyabinsk region contained beautiful lakes, shuttered factories, mysterious closed cities, and
some of the most polluted places on earth. Garrels’s goal was to chart the aftershocks of the U.S.S.R.’s
collapse by traveling to Russia’s heartland.
Returning again and again, Garrels found that the area’s new freedoms and opportunities were exciting but
also traumatic. As the economic collapse of the early 1990s abated, the city of Chelyabinsk became richer
and more cosmopolitan, even as official corruption and intolerance for minorities grew more entrenched.
Sushi restaurants proliferated; so did shakedowns. In the neighboring countryside, villages crumbled into the
ground. Far from the glitz of Moscow, the people of Chelyabinsk were working out their country’s destiny,
person by person.
In Putin Country, Garrels crafts an intimate portrait of Middle Russia. We meet upwardly mobile
professionals, impassioned activists who champion the rights of orphans and disabled children, and
ostentatious mafiosi. We discover surprising subcultures, such as a vibrant underground gay community and
a circle of determined Protestant evangelicals. And we watch doctors and teachers trying to cope with
inescapable payoffs and institutionalized negligence. As Vladimir Putin tightens his grip on power and war
in Ukraine leads to Western sanctions and a lower standard of living, the local population mingles belligerent
nationalism with a deep ambivalence about their country’s direction. Through it all, Garrels sympathetically
charts an ongoing identity crisis. In the aftermath of the Soviet Union, what is Russia? What kind of pride
and cohesion can it offer? Drawing on close friendships sustained over many years, Garrels explains why
Putin commands the loyalty of so many Russians, even those who decry the abuses of power they regularly
encounter.
Correcting the misconceptions of Putin’s supporters and critics alike, Garrels’s portrait of Russia’s silent
majority is both essential and engaging reading at a time when cold war tensions are resurgent.
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From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Putin Country: A Journey into the Real Russia can
be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Connell:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Putin Country: A Journey
into the Real Russia which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Frank Bullard:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book Putin Country: A Journey into the Real Russia. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Lola Kelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Putin Country: A Journey into the
Real Russia.
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