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Bridging analysis of political parties and political philosophy, Passions and Interests presents eight
conceptual models of political parties with particular relevance to American democracy. Gerald Pomper, an
internationally recognized scholar, asks three questions: What meanings are attributed to parties?
Empirically, to what extent do American parties fit these concepts? How well do these different models serve
democratic interests?

The analysis encompasses a broad range of individuals, including party theorists from Michels to Downs,
practitioners such as Martin Van Buren and Woodrow Wilson, and political philosophers from Burke to
Lenin. Beginning with Madison's definition, Pomper views parties as varying combinations of passions and
interests. He examines, both empirically and normatively, models of party as bureaucratic organization,
governing caucus, cause advocate, ideological community, social movement, urban machine, rational office-
seeking team, and personal faction.

In further explorations, he analyzes these party models in the light of the historical record and empirical data
on American voting behavior, then compares them to proposals for party reform in the United States. In
conclusion, Pomper evaluates the contributions of U.S. political parties to democratic values and presents a
program to strengthen the parties as institutions of American democracy.

"The growth of political parties and the extension of democracy proceed along parallel tracks," Pomper
contends. "Competitive political parties facilitate, although they do not guarantee, a considerable measure of
popular involvement, control, and policy determination. Without them, government is more likely to
evidence authoritarianism, violence, and repression."
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts
of American Democracy as your daily resource information.

Jody Tolar:

Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Demarcus Bechtel:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Christopher Decker:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts
of American Democracy was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Passions
and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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