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In this succinct study, Edna Greene Medford examines the ideas and events that shaped President Lincoln’s

responses to slavery, following the arc of his ideological development from the beginning of the Civil War,

when he aimed to pursue a course of noninterference, to his championing of slavery’s destruction before the

conflict ended. Throughout, Medford juxtaposes the president’s motivations for advocating freedom with the

aspirations of African Americans themselves, restoring African Americans to the center of the story about

the struggle for their own liberation.

Lincoln and African Americans, Medford argues, approached emancipation differently, with the president

moving slowly and cautiously in order to save the Union while the enslaved and their supporters pressed

more urgently for an end to slavery. Despite the differences, an undeclared partnership existed between the

president and slaves that led to both preservation of the Union and freedom for those in bondage. Medford

chronicles Lincoln’s transition from advocating gradual abolition to campaigning for immediate

emancipation for the majority of the enslaved, a change effected by the military and by the efforts of African

Americans. The author argues that many players—including the abolitionists and Radical Republicans, War

Democrats, and black men and women—participated in the drama through agitation, military support of the

Union, and destruction of the institution from within. Medford also addresses differences in the interpretation

of freedom: Lincoln and most Americans defined it as the destruction of slavery, but African Americans

understood the term to involve equality and full inclusion into American society. An epilogue considers

Lincoln’s death, African American efforts to honor him, and the president’s legacy at home and abroad.

Both enslaved and free black people, Medford demonstrates, were fervent participants in the emancipation

effort, showing an eagerness to get on with the business of freedom long before the president or the North

did. By including African American voices in the emancipation narrative, this insightful volume offers a

fresh and welcome perspective on Lincoln’s America.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise
Lincoln Library) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Christopher Barry:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) as your daily resource
information.

James Turco:

The reason why? Because this Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Phillip Chadwick:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Lincoln
and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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