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Virgil, Ovid, Cicero, Horace, and other authors of ancient Rome are so firmly established in the Western
canon today that the birth of Latin literature seems inevitable. Y et, Denis Feeney boldly argues, the
beginnings of Latin literature were anything but inevitable. The cultural flourishing that in time produced the
Aeneid, the Metamorphoses, and other Latin classics was one of the strangest eventsin history.

Beyond Greek traces the emergence of Latin literature from 240 to 140 BCE, beginning with Roman stage
productions of plays that represented the first trandations of Greek literary texts into another language. From
amodern perspective, trandating foreign-language literature into the vernacular seems perfectly normal. But
in an ancient Mediterranean world made up of many multilingual societies with no equivalent to the text-
based literature of the Greeks, literary translation was unusual if not unprecedented. Feeney shows how it
allowed Romans to systematically take over Greek forms of tragedy, comedy, and epic, making them their
own and giving birth to what has become known as L atin literature.

The growth of Latin literature coincides with a period of dramatic change in Roman society. The powerful
but geographically confined Roman city-state of 320 BCE had conquered all of Italy just fifty years later. By
the time Rome became the unquestioned dominant power in the Mediterranean over the course of the next
century, its citizens could boast of having a distinct vernacular literature, as well as a historical tradition and
mythology, that put them in a unique relationship with Greek culture.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Stclair:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature. Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new
book Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possibleto
know that. In this era, you can open abook as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Brian Freeman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the
ideafor awhileisreading. Y eah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Beyond
Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Alice Navarro:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature as
the daily resource information.

Deborah Walker:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Beyond Greek: The
Beginnings of Latin Literature has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at al of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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