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Named one of the best books of 2014 by NPR, The New Yorker, and The Boston Globe

When Glenn Kurtz stumbles upon an old family film in his parents' closet in Florida, he has no inkling of its
historical significance or of the impact it will have on his life. The film, shot long ago by his grandfather on a
sightseeing trip to Europe, includes shaky footage of Paris and the Swiss Alps, with someone inevitably
waving at the camera. Astonishingly, David Kurtz also captured on color 16mm film the only known moving
images of the thriving, predominantly Jewish town of Nasielsk, Poland, shortly before the community's
destruction. "Blissfully unaware of the catastrophe that lay just ahead," he just happened to visit his
birthplace in 1938, a year before the Nazi occupation. Of the town's three thousand Jewish inhabitants, fewer
than one hundred would survive.
Glenn Kurtz quickly recognizes the brief footage as a crucial link in a lost history. "The longer I spent with
my grandfather's film," he writes, "the richer and more fragmentary its images became." Every image, every
face, was a mystery that might be solved. Soon he is swept up in a remarkable journey to learn everything he
can about these people. After restoring the film, which had shrunk and propelled across the United States; to
Canada, England, Poland, and Israel; and into archives, basements, cemeteries, and even an irrigation ditch at
an abandoned Luftwaffe airfield as he looks for shards of Nasielsk's Jewish history.
One day, Kurtz hears from a young woman who had watched the video on the Holocaust Museum's website.
As the camera panned across the faces of children, she recognized her grandfather as a thirteen-year-old boy.
Moszek Tuchendler of Nasielsk was now eighty-six-year-old Maurice Chandler of Florida, and when Kurtz
meets him, the lost history of Nasielsk comes into view. Chandler's laser-sharp recollections create a bridge
between two worlds, and he helps Kurtz eventually locate six more survivors, including a ninety-six-year-old
woman who also appears in the film, standing next to the man she would later marry.
Painstakingly assembled from interviews, photographs, documents, and artifacts, Three Minutes in Poland
tells the rich, harrowing, and surprisingly intertwined stories of these seven survivors and their Polish
hometown. "I began to catch fleeting glimpses of the living town," Kurtz writes, "a cruelly narrow sample of
its relationships, contradictions, scandals." Originally a travel souvenir, David Kurtz's home movie became
the most important record of a vibrant town on the brink of extinction. From this brief film, Glenn Kurtz
creates a poignant yet unsentimental exploration of memory, loss, and improbable survival--a monument to a
lost world.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

This Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family
Film without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film can bring
whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938
Family Film having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jake Leslie:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Three
Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Brittany Belliveau:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Three Minutes in Poland:
Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Ernie Fleishman:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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