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No historical event has left as deep an imprint on Americas collective memory as the Civil War. In the war's
aftermath, Americans had to embrace and cast off atraumatic past. David Blight explores the perilous path
of remembering and forgetting, and reveal s its tragic costs to race relations and Americas national reunion.In
1865, confronted with aravaged landscape and atorn America, the North and South began a slow and
painful process of reconciliation. The ensuing decades witnessed the triumph of a culture of reunion, which
downplayed sectional division and emphasized the heroics of a battle between noble men of the Blue and the
Gray. Nearly lost in national culture were the moral crusades over slavery that ignited the war, the presence
and participation of African Americans throughout the war, and the promise of emancipation that emerged
from the war. Race and Reunion is a history of how the unity of white Americawas purchased through the
increasing segregation of black and white memory of the Civil War. Blight delves deeply into the shifting
meanings of death and sacrifice, Reconstruction, the romanticized South of literature, soldiers' reminiscences
of battle, the idea of the Lost Cause, and the ritual of Memorial Day. He resurrects the variety of African-
American voices and memories of the war and the efforts to preserve the emancipationist legacy in the midst
of aculture built on itsdenial.

Blight's sweeping narrative of triumph and tragedy, romance and realism, is a compelling tale of the politics
of memory, of how a nation healed from civil war without justice. By the early twentieth century, the
problems of race and reunion were locked in mutual dependence, a painful legacy that continues to haunt us
today.
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From reader reviews:
Lisa Bates:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading abook. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American
Memory book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Barbie Brookins:

Often the book Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory has alot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after looking over this book.

Elizabeth Blake:

This Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory is brand new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Race and Reunion: The Civil War in
American Memory can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get
by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that'swhy | mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't missthat! Just read this e-book type for your better life
and knowledge.

Teresa Hanson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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