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In City of Suspects Pablo Piccato explores the multiple dimensions of crime in early-twentieth-century
Mexico City. Basing his research on previously untapped judicial sources, prisoners’ letters, criminological
studies, quantitative data, newspapers, and political archives, Piccato examines the paradoxes of repressive
policies toward crime, the impact of social rebellion on patterns of common crime, and the role of urban
communities in dealing with transgression on the margins of the judical system.
By investigating postrevolutionary examples of corruption and organized crime, Piccato shines light on the
historical foundations of a social problem that remains the main concern of Mexico City today. Emphasizing
the social construction of crime and the way it was interpreted within the moral economy of the urban poor,
he describes the capital city during the early twentieth century as a contested territory in which a growing
population of urban poor had to negotiate the use of public spaces with more powerful citizens and the
police. Probing official discourse on deviance, Piccato reveals how the nineteenth-century rise of positivist
criminology—which asserted that criminals could be readily distinguished from the normal population based
on psychological and physical traits—was used to lend scientific legitimacy to class stratifications and to
criminalize working-class culture. Furthermore, he argues, the authorities’ emphasis on punishment,
isolation, and stigmatization effectively created cadres of professional criminals, reshaping crime into a more
dangerous problem for all inhabitants of the capital.
This unique investigation into crime in Mexico City will interest Latin Americanists, sociologists, and
historians of twentieth-century Mexican history.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

This City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900–1931 is great e-book for you because the content and that
is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having City of
Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900–1931 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

James Bergeron:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900–1931 this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Carl Carrillo:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900–1931 can
give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City,
1900–1931.

Sandra Lynn:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico
City, 1900–1931 or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,
any other book likes City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900–1931 to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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