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For nearly a quarter of a century, Pulitzer Prize nominee William C. Davis has been one of our best writers
on the Civil War. His books—including Breckinridge: Statesman, Soldier, Symbol; Jefferson Davis: The
Man and His Hour; and "A Government of Our Own": The Making of the Confederacy—have garnered
numerous awards and enlightened and entertained an avid readership. The Cause Lost extends that tradition
of excellence with provocative new insights into the myths and realities of an endlessly fascinating subject.

In these pages, Davis brings into sharp focus the facts and fictions of the South's victories and defeats, its
tenacious struggle to legitimize its cause and defeat an overpowering enemy, and its ultimate loss of will. He
debunks long-standing legends, offers irrefutable evidence explaining Confederate actions, and contemplates
the idealism, naiveté, folly, and courage of the military leadership and would-be founding fathers.

Among the most misunderstood, Davis contends, was Jefferson Davis. Often branded as enigmatic and
incompetent, the Confederate president was simply a decent and committed leader whose mistakes were
magnified by the war's extraordinary demands. Davis scrutinizes Jefferson Davis' relationship with his
generals-most of whom were unproved talents or cronies with proven deficiencies-and reveals why only
Robert E. Lee succeeded in winning Davis' confidence through flattery, persuasion, and a sense of
responsibility. He also examines the myths and memories of the nearly deified Stonewall Jackson and John
C. Breckinridge, the only effective Confederate secretary of war.

Davis also illustrates why the cause of the war—a subject of long-standing controversy—boils down to the
single issue of slavery; why Southerners, ninety percent of whom didn't own slaves, were willing to join in
the battle to defend their homeland; how the personalities, tactics, and styles of the armies in the turbulent
West differed greatly from those in the East; what real or perceived turning points influenced Southern
decision making; and how mythology and misinterpretations have been perpetuated through biography,
history, literature, and film.

Revealing the Confederacy's myths for what they really are, Davis nevertheless illustrates how much those
myths inform our understanding of the Civil War and its place in Southern and American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Cause Lost: Myths and
Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies). All type of book could you see on many options. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Betty Sanchez:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies)
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Cause Lost: Myths and
Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Sandra Yunker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Cause Lost:
Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies), you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Jodi Harper:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities
of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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