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In this remarkable blend of sophisticated philosophical analysis and close reading of literary texts, Richard
Eldridge presents a convincing argument that literature is the most important and richest source of insightsin
favor of ahistoricized Kantian moral philosophy. He effectively demonstrates that only through the
interpretation of narratives can we test our capacities as persons for acknowledging the moral laws as a
formula of value and for acting according to it.

Eldridge presents an extensive new interpretation of Kantian ethicsthat is deeply informed by Kant's
aesthetics. He defends a revised version of Kantian universalism and a Kantian conception of the content of
morality. Eldridge then turns to literature armed not with any a priori theory but with an interpretive stance
inspired by Hegel's phenomenology of self-understanding, more or less naturalized, and by Wittgenstein's
work on self-understanding as ongoing narrative-interpretive activity, a stance that yields Kantian results
about the universal demands our nature places on itself.

Eldridge goes on to present readings of novels by Conrad and Austen and poetry by Wordsworth and
Coleridge. In each text protagonists are seen to be struggling with mora conflicts and for self-understanding
as moral persons. The route toward partial resolution of their conflictsis seen to involve multiple and
ongoing activities of reading and interpreting. The result of this kind of interpretation is that such
literature—literature that portrays protagonists as themselves readers and interpreters of human capacities for
morality—is a primary source for the development of morally significant self-understanding. We seein the
careers of these protagonists that there can be genuine and fruitful moral deliberation and valuable action,
while also seeing how situated and partial any understanding and achievement of value must remain.

On Moral Personhood at once delineates the moral nature of persons; shows various conditions of the
ongoing, contextualized, partial acknowledgment of that nature and of the exercise of the capacities that
define it; and enacts an important way of reading literature in relation to moral problems. Eldridge's work
will be important reading for moral philosophers (especially those concerned with Kant, Hegel, and issues
dividing moral particularists from moral universalists), literary theorists (especially those concerned with the
value of literature and its relation to philosophy and to moral problems), and readers and critics of Conrad,
Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Austen.
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From reader reviews:
William Reeves:

Book iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide On Moral Personhood: Philosophy, Literature,
Criticism, and Self-Understanding will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Corey Valenzuela:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen inside you if you take On Moral Personhood: Philosophy, Literature, Criticism,
and Self-Understanding as your daily resource information.

Christine McCldlan:

The reason why? Because this On Moral Personhood: Philosophy, Literature, Criticism, and Self-
Understanding is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but |atter
it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If |
were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lillie Moreland:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. On Mora Personhood: Philosophy, Literature, Criticism, and Self-Understanding can be your
answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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