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In 1959, twenty-nine-year-old Berry Gordy, who had already given up on his dream to be a champion boxer,
borrowed eight hundred dollars from his family and started a record company. A run-down bungalow
sandwiched between a funeral home and a beauty shop in a poor Detroit neighborhood served as his
headquarters. The building’s entrance was adorned with a large sign that improbably boasted “Hitsville
U.S.A.” The kitchen served as the control room, the garage became the two-track studio, the living room was
reserved for bookkeeping, and sales were handled in the dining room. Soon word spread that any youngster
with a streak of talent should visit the only record label that Detroit had seen in years. The company’s name
was Motown.
Motown cuts through decades of unsubstantiated rumors and speculation to tell the true behind-the-scenes
narrative of America’s most exciting musical dynasty. It follows the company and its amazing roster of stars
from the tumultuous growth years in Detroit, to the drama and intrigue of Hollywood in the 1970s, to
resurgence in 2002.
Set against the civil rights movement, the decay of America’s northern industrial cities, and the social
upheaval of the 1960s, Motown is a tale of the incredible entrepreneurship of Berry Gordy. But it also
features the moving stories of kids from Detroit’s inner-city projects who achieved remarkable success and
then, in many cases, found themselves fighting the demons that so often come with stardom—drugs,
jealousy, sexual indulgence, greed, and uncontrollable ambition.
Motown features an extraordinary cast of characters, including Diana Ross, Michael Jackson, Marvin Gaye,
Smokey Robinson, and Stevie Wonder. They are presented as they lived and worked: a clan of friends,
lovers, competitors, and sometimes vicious foes. Motown reveals how the hopes and dreams of each affected
the lives of the others and illustrates why this singular story is a made-in-America Greek tragedy, the rise and
fall of a supremely talented yet completely dysfunctional extended family.
Based on numerous original interviews and extensive documentation, Motown benefits particularly from the
thousands of pages of files crammed into the basement of downtown Detroit’s Wayne County Courthouse.
Those court records provide the unofficial—and hitherto largely untold—history of Motown and its stars,
since almost every relationship between departing singers, songwriters, producers, and the label ended up in
litigation.
From its peaks in the late 1960s and early 1970s, when Motown controlled the pop charts and its stars were
sought after even by the Beatles, through the inexorable slide caused by their failure to handle their stardom,
Motown is a riveting and troubling look inside a music label that provided the unofficial soundtrack to an
entire generation.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Motown: Music, Money, Sex, and Power. Try to make book
Motown: Music, Money, Sex, and Power as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So
, let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Enoch Dutton:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Motown: Music, Money, Sex, and Power will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with
you?

Dan Villanueva:

You can obtain this Motown: Music, Money, Sex, and Power by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

Jasper Parsons:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Motown: Music, Money, Sex, and Power was colorful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Motown: Music, Money, Sex, and Power
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.
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