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What is Mahayana Buddhism? Author J.M. Walsh, a practicing Buddhist, sets out to answer this question by
uncovering the earliest layers of the Mahayana tradition. Focusing on the teachings of one Buddhist schoal,
he undertakes a metaphorical archaeological dig through Tantric, Japanese, Chinese, and Indian Buddhist
sources. Citing an array of Buddhist teachers and scholars, he identifies connections to the ancient beliefs
found along the Silk Road that link the world's major religions in a surprising way. He shares personal
experiences that keep the narrative grounded in the reality of modern Buddhist practice. The diversity found
in Mahayana, which leads some to view it as a meditative philosophy and others as a belief system filled
with divine beings, istruly puzzling. Prominent in East Asiaand Tibet, Mahayana differs greatly from the
Theravada Buddhism of Thailand and Sri Lanka. The author |eads Buddhists and those who are merely
curious through an analysis of these competing strands, and identifies three different perspectives Mahayana
could be said to represent: a cosmic law or Dharma; a practical life philosophy; and an emerging universal
religion. All three views find support in the Mahayana tradition. His clear, logical writing and sound
conclusions provide refreshing relief from religious dogma. His thoughts can serve as an antidote to the
influence of fundamentalism in al its forms. Recommended by Independent Reviewers: Clarion Review - 5
Stars (out of five): "... Walsh offers a concise introduction to Buddhism, explores the significance of
guestioning the origins of teachings, and commences the often-returned-to listing of lineages, trandators, and
travels of Shakyamuni Buddha's teachings. Walsh also shares his deeply personal motivations for excavating
the source of the Lotus Sutra, something he seamlessly weaves into the fabric of the book. The author's quest
for clarity and understanding becomes a quest the reader might share. ... Walsh successfully pulls an
immense amount of philosophical, esoteric, and practical information together into a profoundly meaningful
conclusion that can leave the reader satisfied and potentially alittle closer to realizing his or her Buddha
nature." Kirkus Reviews. "Walsh investigates the origins of Mahayana Buddhism in his careful, honest
search for truth on the spiritual path. Examining religious history can be a polarizing pursuit. The scarcity of
tangible proof can lead to holesin the larger narrative, and faith can inspire both zealous belief and bitter
skepticism. Walsh ... manages to avoid these pitfalls. His approach falls between scholarship and personal
reflection; through investigating the many sources (but few facts) that surround the provenance of Mahayana
texts ... Walsh triangulates a 'middle way' between skepticism and faith. ... any student of religious history
will benefit from areading. A sincere, penetrating history whose conclusions are both scholastically and
spiritually sound.”
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From reader reviews:
Colleen Harman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Weéll, probably you should have this Y our Enlightened Mind Wants to Know: Mahayana's Origins and the
Implications for Buddhism.

Gregory Sims;

Here thing why that Y our Enlightened Mind Wants to Know: Mahayana's Origins and the Implications for
Buddhism are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it dependsin the
content of computer which is the content is as tasty asfood or not. Y our Enlightened Mind Wants to Know:
Mahayana's Origins and the Implications for Buddhism giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Y our Enlightened Mind Wants
to Know: Mahayana's Origins and the Implications for Buddhism. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Y our Enlightened
Mind Wants to Know: Mahayana's Origins and the Implications for Buddhism in e-book can be your
substitute.

Kathy Donnélly:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Y our Enlightened Mind Wants to Know:
Mahayana's Origins and the Implications for Buddhism can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Fay Harris:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You



will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Your Enlightened Mind Wants to Know: Mahayana's Origins and the Implications for Buddhism this
guide consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.

Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate
al of you.
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