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How do unpopular regimes stay in power, even in the face of widespread opposition? And what allows an
individual or a group to take control of a society and institute the worst kinds of tyrannies, seemingly with
the consent of the governed?

In this far-ranging and lively study, Karim Lalani explores the diverse and insidiously effective "tools" that
governments and individual rulers have used throughout history to maintain their power base and keep the
mass of people under control. From ancient Rome and China, to the Spain of Ferdinand and Isabella, to
sixteenth-century England and imperial Russia, Lalani shows the ways in which patronage, propaganda and
state-sponsored violence have been employed by tyrannical regimes, and demonstrates that extraordinary
phenomena such as the Spanish Inquisition are but extreme examples of oppression as usual. While Lalani
mostly confines his exploration to earlier historical periods in order to maintain a critical distance from
events, the relevance of his analysis to contemporary society is obvious and the issues he raises speak
directly to more recent examples of governmental abuses.

In its clear-sighted, colorful -- and occasionally humorous -- treatment of a very serious subject, The
Oppressor's Toolkit offers an eye-opening and incisive look at a little-explored area of political history. More
importantly, it provides a crucial perspective, giving us a lens through which to analyze and understand
modern political systems and movements.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

The reserve with title The Oppressor's Toolkit: How Propaganda, Patronage and Fear Help Charismatic
Leaders Retain Power (or Overthrow It) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mamie Perkins:

Often the book The Oppressor's Toolkit: How Propaganda, Patronage and Fear Help Charismatic Leaders
Retain Power (or Overthrow It) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Roy Matsumoto:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book The Oppressor's Toolkit: How Propaganda, Patronage and Fear Help Charismatic Leaders
Retain Power (or Overthrow It). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Robert Baxter:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Oppressor's Toolkit: How Propaganda,
Patronage and Fear Help Charismatic Leaders Retain Power (or Overthrow It) to make your current reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Oppressor's
Toolkit: How Propaganda, Patronage and Fear Help Charismatic Leaders Retain Power (or Overthrow It) can
to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of this time.
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