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Four plays which exemplify his interest in flawed, characters who defy the expectations of Greek society,
Euripides' Medea and Other Plays is translated with an introduction by Philip Vellacott in Penguin Classics.
The four tragedies collected in this volume all focus on a central character, once powerful, brought down by
betrayal, jealousy, guilt and hatred. The first playwright to depict suffering without reference to the gods,
Euripides made his characters speak in human terms and face the consequences of their actions. In Medea, a
woman rejected by her lover takes hideous revenge by murdering the children they both love, and Hecabe
depicts the former queen of Troy, driven mad by the prospect of her daughter's sacrifice to Achilles. Electra
portrays a young woman planning to avenge the brutal death of her father at the hands of her mother, while
in Heracles the hero seeks vengeance against the evil king who has caused bloodshed in his family. Philip
Vellacott's lucid translation is accompanied by an introduction, which discusses the literary background of
Classical Athens and examines the distinction between instinctive and civilized behaviour. Euripides (c.485-
07 BC) was an Athenian born into a family of considerable rank. Disdaining the public duties expected of
him, Euripides spent a life of quiet introspection, spending much of his life in a cave on Salamis. Late in life
he voluntarily exiled himself to the court of Archelaus, King of Macedon, where he wrote The Bacchae,
regarded by many as his greatest work. Euripides is thought to have written 92 plays, only 18 of which
survive. If you enjoyed Medea and Other Plays, you might like Aeschylus' The Oresteian Trilogy, also
available in Penguin Classics.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Brantley:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Medea and Other Plays
(Penguin Classics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Carolyn Treece:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Medea and Other
Plays (Penguin Classics) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The book untitled Medea and Other Plays (Penguin Classics)is one of several books this everyone read now.
That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Marina Espinal:

The reason why? Because this Medea and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Steven Simon:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Medea and Other Plays (Penguin Classics). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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