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Few historical changes occur literally overnight, but on August 13 1961 eighteen million East Germans
awoke to find themselves walled in by an edifice which was to become synonymous with the Cold War: the
Berlin Wall.

This new history rejects traditional, top-down approaches to Cold War politics, exploring instead how the
border closure affected ordinary East Germans, from workers and farmers to teenagers and even party
members, "caught out" by Sunday the Thirteenth. Party, police and Stasi reports reveal why one in six East
Germans fled the country during the 1950s, undermining communist rule and forcing the eleventh-hour
decision by Khrushchev and Ulbricht to build a wall along the Cold War's frontline.

Did East Germans resist or come to terms with immurement? Did the communist regime become more or
less dictatorial within the confines of the so-called "Antifascist Defense Rampart?" Using film and literature,
but also the GDR's losing battle against Beatlemania, Patrick Major's cross-disciplinary study suggests that
popular culture both reinforced and undermined the closed society. Linking external and internal
developments, Major argues that the GDR's official quest for international recognition, culminating in
Ostpolitik and United Nations membership in the early 1970s, became its undoing, unleashing a human
rights movement which fed into, but then broke with, the protests of 1989. After exploring the reasons for the
fall of the Wall and reconstructing the heady days of the autumn revolution, the author reflects on the fate of
the Wall after 1989, as it moved from demolition into the realm of memory.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby McCabe:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of Power. Try
to the actual book Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of Power as your pal. It means
that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Marni Johnson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of
Power had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the
Frontiers of Power is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using
the book Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of Power. You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Mattie Martin:

This book untitled Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of Power to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Florence Ross:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
often the book you have read will be Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of Power.
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