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In addition to being a great composer, Richard Wagner was also an important philosopher. Julian Y oung
begins by examining the philosophy of art and society Wagner constructs during his time as a revolutionary
anarchist-communist. Modernity, Wagner argued, is to be rescued from its current anomie through the
rebirth of Greek tragedy (the original Gesamtkunstwerk) in the form of the “artwork of the future,”" an
artwork of which his own operas are the prototype.

Y oung then examines the entirely different philosophy Wagner constructs after his 1854 conversion from
Hegelian optimism to Schopenhauerian pessimism. “Redemption” now becomes, not a future utopiain this
world, but rather “transfigured” existence in another world, attainable only through death. Viewing Wagner's
operas through the lens of his philosophy, the book offers often novel interpretations of Lohengrin, The Ring
cycle, Tristan und Isolde, Die Meistersinger, and Parsifal.

Finally, Y oung dresses the cause of Friedrich Nietzsche's transformation from Wagner’ s intimate friend and
discipleinto his most savage critic. Nietzsche's fundamental accusation, it is argued, isone of betrayal: that
Wagner betrayed his early, “life affirming” philosophy of art and lifein favor of “life-denial.” Nietzsche's
assertion and the final conclusion of the book isthat our task, now, is to “become better Wagnerians than
Wagner.”
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From reader reviews:
Linda Poteat:

This The Philosophies of Richard Wagner are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Philosophies of Richard Wagner can be one of several great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information
that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Philosophies of Richard
Wagner forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Millicent Doty:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Philosophies of Richard Wagner why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Joseph Jackson:

This The Philosophies of Richard Wagner is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Philosophies of Richard Wagner in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
aready do that. So, it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

John Davis:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The Philosophies of Richard Wagner we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Philosophies of Richard Wagner.
Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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