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In the ninth century BCE, the peoples of four distinct regions of the civilized world created the religious and
philosophical traditions that have continued to nourish humanity to the present day: Confucianism and
Daoism in China, Hinduism and Buddhism in India, monotheism in Israel, and philosophical rationalism in
Greece. Later generations further developed these initial insights, but we have never grown beyond them.
Rabbinic Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, for example, were all secondary flowerings of the original
Israelite vision. Now, in The Great Transformation, Karen Armstrong reveals how the sages of this pivotal
“Axial Age” can speak clearly and helpfully to the violence and desperation that we experience in our own
times.

Armstrong traces the development of the Axial Age chronologically, examining the contributions of such
figures as the Buddha, Socrates, Confucius, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the mystics of the Upanishads, Mencius, and
Euripides. All of the Axial Age faiths began in principled and visceral recoil from the unprecedented
violence of their time. Despite some differences of emphasis, there was a remarkable consensus in their call
for an abandonment of selfishness and a spirituality of compassion. With regard to dealing with fear, despair,
hatred, rage, and violence, the Axial sages gave their people and give us, Armstrong says, two important
pieces of advice: first there must be personal responsibility and self-criticism, and it must be followed by
practical, effective action.

In her introduction and concluding chapter, Armstrong urges us to consider how these spiritualities challenge
the way we are religious today. In our various institutions, we sometimes seem to be attempting to create
exactly the kind of religion that Axial sages and prophets had hoped to eliminate. We often equate faith with
doctrinal conformity, but the traditions of the Axial Age were not about dogma. All insisted on the primacy
of compassion even in the midst of suffering. In each Axial Age case, a disciplined revulsion from violence
and hatred proved to be the major catalyst of spiritual change.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

The actual book The Great Transformation: The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Great Transformation: The Beginning of
Our Religious Traditions is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Emil Townsend:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Great Transformation: The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The The Great Transformation: The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information
for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lorraine Cox:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Great Transformation: The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Kenneth Matson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the The Great Transformation: The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions when you essential it?
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