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The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile–an exquisite 230-foot-long embroidered panorama
depicting the events surrounding the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also one of history’s most mysterious
and compelling works of art. This haunting stitched account of the battle that redrew the map of medieval
Europe has inspired dreams of theft, waves of nationalism, visions of limitless power, and esthetic rapture. In
his fascinating new book, Yale professor R. Howard Bloch reveals the history, the hidden meaning, the deep
beauty, and the enduring allure of this astonishing piece of cloth.

Bloch opens with a gripping account of the event that inspired the Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of
Hastings, in which the Norman bastard William defeated the Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, and laid claim to
England under his new title, William the Conqueror. But to truly understand the connection between battle
and embroidery, one must retrace the web of international intrigue and scandal that climaxed at Hastings.
Bloch demonstrates how, with astonishing intimacy and immediacy, the artisans who fashioned this work of
textile art brought to life a moment that changed the course of British culture and history.

Every age has cherished the Tapestry for different reasons and read new meaning into its enigmatic words
and images. French nationalists in the mid-nineteenth century, fired by Tapestry’s evocation of military
glory, unearthed the lost French epic “The Song of Roland,” which Norman troops sang as they marched to
victory in 1066. As the Nazis tightened their grip on Europe, Hitler
sent a team to France to study the Tapestry, decode its Nordic elements, and, at the end of the war, with Paris
under siege, bring the precious cloth to Berlin. The richest horde of buried Anglo-Saxon treasure, the
matchless beauty of Byzantine silk, Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the colony that
Anglo-Saxon nobles founded in the Middle East following their defeat at Hastings–all are brilliantly woven
into Bloch’s riveting narrative.

Seamlessly integrating Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine elements, the Bayeux Tapestry ranks
with Chartres and the Tower of London as a crowning achievement of medieval Europe. And yet, more than
a work of art, the Tapestry served as the suture that bound up the wounds of 1066.

Enhanced by a stunning full-color insert that includes reproductions of the complete Tapestry, A Needle in
the Right Hand of God will stand with The Professor and the Madman and How the Irish Saved Civilization
as a triumph of popular history.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

The book A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning
of the Bayeux Tapestry has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

John Bonilla:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the
Bayeux Tapestry offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Shawn Mathison:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman
Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry can give you a lot of pals because by
you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? We should have A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the
Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry.

Melissa Cox:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066
and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry can make you sense more interested to read.
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