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One of the most troubling but least studied features of mass political violence is why violence often recurs in
the same place over long periods of time.  Douglas Kammen explores this pattern in Three Centuries of
Conflict in East Timor, studying that region’s tragic past, focusing on the small district of Maubara. 
 
Once a small but powerful kingdom embedded in long-distance networks of trade, over the course of three
centuries the people of Maubara experienced benevolent but precarious Dutch suzerainty, Portuguese
colonialism punctuated by multiple uprisings and destructive campaigns of pacification, Japanese military
rule, and years of brutal Indonesian occupation. In 1999 Maubara was the site of particularly severe violence
before and after the UN-sponsored referendum that finally led to the restoration of East Timor’s
independence. Beginning with the mystery of paired murders during East Timor’s failed decolonization in
1975 and the final flurry of state-sponsored violence in 1999, Kammen combines an archival trail and rich
oral interviews to reconstruct the history of the leading families of Maubara from 1712 until 2012. 
 
Kammen illuminates how recurrent episodes of mass violence shaped alliances and enmities within Maubara
as well as with supra-local actors, and how those legacies have influenced efforts to address human rights
violations, post-conflict reconstruction, and the relationship between local experience and the identification
with the East Timorese nation. The questions posed in Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor about
recurring violence and local narratives apply to many other places besides East Timor—from the Caucasus to
central Africa, and from the Balkans to China—where mass violence keeps recurring.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Gregg:

The book Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading through a book Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human
Rights) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book Three
Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Anna Elam:

The book untitled Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Alex Santana:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Three Centuries of
Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) can be the respond to, oh how comes?
A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jacqueline Britt:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor
(Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Three
Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights).
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