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Hinton Rowan Helper (1829--1909) gained notoriety in nineteenth-century America as the author of The
Impending Crisis of the South (1857), an antislavery polemic that provoked national public controversy and
increased sectional tensions. In hisintellectual and cultural biography of Helper -- the first to appear in more
than forty years -- David Brown provides a fresh and nuanced portrait of this self-styled reformer, exploring
anew Helper's motivation for writing his inflammatory book.

Brown places Helper in a perspective that shows how the society in which he lived influenced his thinking,
beginning with Helper's upbringing in North Carolina, his move to California at the height of the Californian
gold rush, his developing hostility toward nonwhites within the United States, and his publication of The
Impending Crisis of the South. Helper's book paints a picture of aregion dragged down by the institution of
davery and displays surprising concern for the fate of American slaves. It sold 140,000 copies, perhaps
rivaled only by Uncle Tom's Cabin in itsimpact. The author argues that Helper never wavered in his
commitment to the South, though his book's devastating critique made him an outcast there, playing a crucial
rolein the election of Lincoln and influencing the outbreak of war.

As his career progressed after the war, Helper'sracial attitudes grew increasingly intolerant. He became
involved in various grand pursuits, including a plan to link North and South America by rail, continually
seeking a success that would match his earlier fame. But after a series of disappointments, he finally
committed suicide.

Brown reconsiders the life and career of one of the antebellum South’'s most controversial and misunderstood
figures. Helper was a so one of the rare lower-class whites who recorded in detail his economic, political,
and social views, thus affording a valuable window into the world of nonslaveholding white southerners on
the eve of the Civil War. His critique of davery provides an important challenge to dominant paradigms
stressing consensus among southern whites, and his development into aracist illustrates the power and
destructiveness of the prejudice that took hold of the South in the late nineteenth century, as well asthe
wider developmentsin American society at the time.
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From reader reviews:
Greg Wilson:

The book Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern
Biography Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the good thing like a book Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the
South (Southern Biography Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Southern Outcast:
Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography Series) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and
read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

AngelaKiefer:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
Asyou may know that book is very important for us. The book Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and
The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography Series) had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Southern
Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography Series) is not
only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really fed bored. Y ou can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Southern
Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography Series). You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Hye Elliott:

The book untitled Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern
Biography Series) contain alot of information on that. The writer explains her ideawith easy method. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site aswell as
order it. Have a nice go through.

Ronald Ruggles:

Beside that Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern
Biography Series) in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got hereis fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan



Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography Series) because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
guestionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from right now!
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