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In 1950, at the age of twenty-four, William Clark Styron, Jr., wrote to his mentor, Professor William
Blackburn of Duke University. The young writer was struggling with his first novel, Lie Down in Darkness,
and he was nervous about whether his “strain and toil” would amount to anything. “When I mature and
broaden,” Styron told Blackburn, “I expect to use the language on as exalted and elevated a level as I can
sustain. I believe that a writer should accommodate language to his own peculiar personality, and mine wants
to use great words, evocative words, when the situation demands them.”
 
In February 1952, Styron was awarded the Prix de Rome of the American Academy of Arts and Letters,
which crowned him a literary star. In Europe, Styron met and married Rose Burgunder, and found himself
immersed in a new generation of expatriate writers. His relationships with George Plimpton and Peter
Matthiessen culminated in Styron introducing the debut issue of The Paris Review. Literary critic Alfred
Kazin described him as one of the postwar “super-egotists” who helped transform American letters.
 
His controversial The Confessions of Nat Turner won the 1968 Pulitzer Prize, while Sophie’s Choice was
awarded the 1980 National Book Award, and Darkness Visible, Styron’s groundbreaking recounting of his
ordeal with depression, was not only a literary triumph, but became a landmark in the field.
 
Part and parcel of Styron’s literary ascendance were his friendships with Norman Mailer, James Baldwin,
John and Jackie Kennedy, Arthur Miller, James Jones, Carlos Fuentes, Wallace Stegner, Robert Penn
Warren, Philip Roth, C. Vann Woodward, and many of the other leading writers and intellectuals of the
second half of the twentieth century.
 
This incredible volume takes readers on an American journey from FDR to George W. Bush through the
trenchant observations of one of the country’s greatest writers. Not only will readers take pleasure in William
Styron’s correspondence with and commentary about the people and events that made the past century such a
momentous and transformative time, they will also share the writer’s private meditations on the very art of
writing.

Advance praise for Selected Letters of William Styron
 
“I first encountered Bill Styron when, at twenty, I read The Confessions of Nat Turner. Hillary and I became
friends with Bill and Rose early in my presidency, but I continued to read him, fascinated by the man and his
work, his triumphs and troubles, the brilliant lights and dark corners of his amazing mind. These letters,
carefully and lovingly selected by Rose, offer real insight into both the great writer and the good
man.”—President Bill Clinton

“The Bill Styron revealed in these letters is altogether the Bill Styron who was a dear friend and esteemed
colleague to me for close to fifty years. The humor, the generosity, the loyalty, the self-awareness, the
commitment to literature, the openness, the candor about matters closest to him—all are on display in this
superb selection of his correspondence. The directness in the artful sentences is such that I felt his beguiling
presence all the while that I was enjoying one letter after another.”—Philip Roth
 
“Bill Styron’s letters were never envisioned, far less composed, as part of the Styron oeuvre, yet that is what



they turn out to be. Brilliant, passionate, eloquent, insightful, moving, dirty-minded, indignant, and hilarious,
they accumulate power in the reading, becoming in themselves a work of literature.”—Peter Matthiessen
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Ealy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Selected Letters of William Styron. Try to
make book Selected Letters of William Styron as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Randy Anderson:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Selected Letters of
William Styron book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Suzanne Ferris:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Selected Letters of
William Styron suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled Selected Letters of William Styronis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Robert Marshall:

This Selected Letters of William Styron is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Selected Letters of
William Styron in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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