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In the summer of 1936, writer James Agee and photographer Walker Evans, on assignment for Fortune
magazine, went to central Alabama to document the lives of three white sharecropper families. Agee's
editors killed the article, and after a torturous five-year struggle to do artistic justice to the material, the
author finally published it in book form as Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, only to see it sink with barely a
ripple. The posthumous revival of Agee's literary fortunes led to the work's reissue in 1960, its adoption as an
unofficial bible by civil rights workers, and its enshrinement as an American classic. It has remained in print
ever since. In this, the third volume in The Works of James Agee series, editor Hugh Davis not only offers a
thoroughly annotated edition of the Agee-Evans masterpiece, featuring invaluable ex-planatory notes as well
as notes comparing the published work to extant copies of the original manuscript, but also supplements that
text with a wealth of additional material: an insightful critical essay, variant versions of key sections, unused
chapters, correspondence between Agee and others involved in the book's publication (notably Houghton
Mifflin editor Robert Linscott), generous selections from the author's notebooks, and much more. This
volume opens with the original gallery of Evans's thirty-one photographs from the 1941 edition and also
includes, as part of the supplementary material, the expanded gallery of sixty-two photos that appeared in the
1960 edition. Here as well is the text of the rejected Fortune article, "Cotton Tenants," fully annotated for the
first time. Informed by Agee's love of his subjects, his acute observational skills, and his poetic, pas-sionate,
raging voice-not to mention the stark artistry of Evan's black and white photography- Let Us Now Praise
Famous Men is a book that to this day defies easy classification. This volume recaptures the aesthetic impact
of the original, corrects errors from earlier editions, and, most important, illuminates the difficult process that
spawned its creation.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Jaco:

The book Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An Annotated Edition of the James Agee–Walker Evans Classic,
with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected Works of James Agee) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Let Us Now
Praise Famous Men: An Annotated Edition of the James Agee–Walker Evans Classic, with Supplementary
Manuscripts (Collected Works of James Agee)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An Annotated Edition of the James Agee–Walker Evans
Classic, with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected Works of James Agee) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Diane Russel:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An
Annotated Edition of the James Agee–Walker Evans Classic, with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected
Works of James Agee) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Dione Wicker:

Beside that Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An Annotated Edition of the James Agee–Walker Evans
Classic, with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected Works of James Agee) in your phone, it could give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An Annotated Edition of the James
Agee–Walker Evans Classic, with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected Works of James Agee) because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Richard Starkes:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when



they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An
Annotated Edition of the James Agee–Walker Evans Classic, with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected
Works of James Agee) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it.
Beside that the publication Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: An Annotated Edition of the James
Agee–Walker Evans Classic, with Supplementary Manuscripts (Collected Works of James Agee) can to be
your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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