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Bollywood Weddings examines how middle to upper class second-generation Indian-American Hindus
negotiate wedding rituals, including the dating and engagement processes. Many of these couples are (in
Ramdya's neologism) 'occasional Hindus' who display their Hindu religious background only on important
occasions such as the rite of passage that is marriage. These couples (and their extended families) negotiate
two vastly different cultures and sets of values inside a community that has itself largely pre-determined how
to mix American and Indian/Hindu elements into this ritual. As a rule, the first generation organizes the
wedding, which is largely Hindu, and their children coordinate the American-style reception. Instead of
choosing either India or America, or arriving at a compromise in between the two, this community takes a
'both/and' approach, embracing both cultures simultaneously. Ramdya's ethnographic fieldwork includes in-
depth interviews of engaged couples, observation at their wedding ceremonies, wedding videography and
photography, and material culture such as the clothing her participants wore on their wedding day. She
explores pre-wedding day topics such as America's Indian-Hindu marriage market and bridal industry, then
goes on to describe pre-wedding and wedding-day customs including the engagement party, kanyadan, and
baraat. Bollywood, whose Indian origins grants it authenticity from the Hindu perspective and whose
emphasis on romance accommodates American values, emerges as the key mediating third culture around
which the community applies the both/and model to wedding rituals. The both/and model uncovered here
reinforces the community's identity as ethnic and American even as it confirms that success in America need
not be bought at the expense of one's religious background and cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and
Marriage in Hindu America. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in
Hindu America. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's study.

Gary McIntosh:

The particular book Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu America has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Juana Rummel:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage
in Hindu America was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Bollywood
Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu America has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Tara Winston:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu America can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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