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Art of Darkness is an ambitious attempt to describe the principles governing Gothic literature. Ranging
across five centuries of fiction, drama, and verse—including tales as diverse as Horace Walpole's The Castle
of Otranto, Shelley's Frankenstein, Coleridge's The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, and Freud's The Mysteries
of Enlightenment—Anne Williams proposes three new premises: that Gothic is "poetic," not novelistic, in
nature; that there are two parallel Gothic traditions, Male and Female; and that the Gothic and the Romantic
represent a single literary tradition.

Building on the psychoanalytic and feminist theory of Julia Kristeva, Williams argues that Gothic
conventions such as the haunted castle and the family curse signify the fall of the patriarchal family; Gothic
is therefore "poetic" in Kristeva's sense because it reveals those "others" most often identified with the
female. Williams identifies distinct Male and Female Gothic traditions: In the Male plot, the protagonist
faces a cruel, violent, and supernatural world, without hope of salvation. The Female plot, by contrast,
asserts the power of the mind to comprehend a world which, though mysterious, is ultimately sensible. By
showing how Coleridge and Keats used both Male and Female Gothic, Williams challenges accepted notions
about gender and authorship among the Romantics. Lucidly and gracefully written, Art of Darkness alters
our understanding of the Gothic tradition, of Romanticism, and of the relations between gender and genre in
literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Hall:

The particular book Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this book.

Seth Sutherland:

The reason why? Because this Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Donald Fujita:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Art of Darkness: A Poetics
of Gothic, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

James Rohrbach:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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