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How is history produced? How do individuals write—or rewrite—their parts while engaged in the
production of history? Michael Lynch and David Bogen take the example of the Iran-contra hearings to
explore these questions. These hearings, held in 1987 by the Joint House-Senate Select Committee on Secret
Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaragua Opposition, provided the nation with a media spectacle and a
rare chance to see a struggle over the writing of history. There was Oliver North, prime suspect and
designated scapegoat, turning into a hero of the American Right before the very eyes of the nation. How this
transformation occurred, with the complicity of the press and the public, becomes disturbingly clear in The
Spectacle of History.

Lynch and Bogen detail the practices through which the historical agents at the center of the hearings
composed, confirmed, used, erased, and denied the historical record. They show how partisan skirmishes
over the disclosure of records and testimony led to a divided and irresol ute outcome, an outcome further
facilitated by the “applied deconstruction” deployed by North and his allies. The Spectacle of History
immerses the reader in a crowded field of texts, utterances, visual displays, and media commentaries, but,
more than a case study, it devel ops unigue insight into problems at the heart of society and social
theory—Iying and credibility, the production of civic spectacle, the relationship between testimony and
history, the uses of memory, and the interplay between speech and writing.

Drawing on themes from sociology, literary theory, and ethnomethodology and challenging prevailing
concepts held by contemporary communication and cultural studies, Lynch and Bogen extract valuable
theoretical lessons from this specific and troubling historical episode.
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From reader reviews:
Walter Rojas:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Spectacle of History: Speech,
Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) will make you to end up
being smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Jesus Brewster:

This The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This kind of The Spectacle of
History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary I nterventions) without
we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and
Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary |nterventions) having fine arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Debra Shortt:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but novel and The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at
the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are hel ping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text,
and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

GayeLewis:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those



ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at
the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions). Y ou can more appealing than now.
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