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The emergence of genetic science has profoundly shaped how we think about biology. Indeed, it is difficult
now to consider nearly any facet of human experience without first considering the gene. But this mode of
understanding life is not, of course, transhistorical. Phillip Thurtle takes us back to the moment just before
the emergence of genetic rationality at the turn of the twentieth century to explicate the technological,
economic, cultural, and even narrative transformations necessary to make genetic thinking possible.

The rise of managerial capitalism brought with it an array of homologous practices, all of which transformed
the social fabric. With transformations in political economy and new technologies came new conceptions of
biology, and it is in the relationships of social class to breeding practices, of middle managers to biological
information processing, and of transportation to experiences of space and time, that we can begin to locate
the conditions that made genetic thinking possible, desirable, and seemingly natural.

In describing this historical moment, The Emergence of Genetic Rationality is panoramic in scope,
addressing primary texts that range from horse breeding manuals to eugenics treatises, natural history tables
to railway surveys, and novels to personal diaries. It draws on the work of figures as diverse as Thorstein
Veblen, Jack London, Edith Wharton, William James, and Luther Burbank. The central figure, David Starr
Jordan - naturalist, poet, eugenicist, educator - provides the book with a touchstone for deciphering the mode
of rationality that genetics superseded.

Building on continental philosophy, media studies, systems theory, and theories of narrative, The Emergence
of Genetic Rationality provides an inter-disciplinary contribution to intellectual and scientific history, science
studies, and cultural studies. It offers a truly encyclopedic cultural history that challenges our own ways of
organizing knowledge even as it explicates those of an earlier era. In a time in which genetic rationality has
become our own common sense, this discussion of its emergence reminds us of the interdependence of the
tools we use to process information and the conceptions of life they animate.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Emergence of Genetic Rationality:
Space, Time, and Information in American Biological Science, 1870-1920 (In Vivo) book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still doubt The Emergence of Genetic Rationality: Space, Time, and Information in
American Biological Science, 1870-1920 (In Vivo) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Oliver Lyle:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Emergence of Genetic
Rationality: Space, Time, and Information in American Biological Science, 1870-1920 (In Vivo) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Todd Robinson:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Emergence of Genetic Rationality: Space, Time, and Information in American Biological Science,
1870-1920 (In Vivo). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Roland Collins:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book The Emergence of Genetic Rationality: Space, Time, and Information in American Biological
Science, 1870-1920 (In Vivo) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get
creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Emergence of Genetic Rationality: Space, Time,
and Information in American Biological Science, 1870-1920 (In Vivo). You can more pleasing than now.
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