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Political sociology has struggled with predicting the next turn of transformation in the MENA countries after
the 2011 Uprisings. Arab activists did not articulate explicitly any modalities of their desired system,
although their slogans ushered to a fully-democratic society. These unguided Uprisings showcase an open-
ended freedom-to question after Arabs underwent their freedom-from struggle from authoritarianism. The
new conflicts in Egypt, Syria, Yemen, and Libya have fragmented shar’iya (legitimacy) into distinct
conceptualizations: “revolutionary legitimacy,” “electoral legitimacy,” “legitimacy of the street,” and
“consensual legitimacy.” This volume examines whether the Uprisings would introduce a replica of the
European Enlightenment or rather stimulate an Arab/Islamic awakening with its own cultural specificity and
political philosophy. By placing Immanuel Kant in Tahrir Square, this book adopts a comparative analysis of
two enlightenment projects: one Arab, still under construction, with possible progression toward modernity
or regression toward neo-authoritarianism, and one European, shaped by the past two centuries.

Mohammed D. Cherkaoui and the contributing authors use a hybrid theoretical framework drawing on three
tanwiri (enlightenment) philosophers from different eras: Ibn Rushd, known in the west as Averroes (the
twelfth century), Immanuel Kant (the eighteenth century), and Mohamed Abed Al-Jabri (the twentieth
century). The authors propose a few projections about the outcome of the competition between an
Islamocracy vision and what Cherkaoui terms as a Demoslamic vision, since it implies the Islamist
movements’ flexibility to reconcile their religious absolutism with the prerequisites of liberal democracy.
This book also traces the patterns of change which point to a possible Arab Axial Age. It ends with the trials
of modernity and tradition in Tunisia and an imaginary speech Kant would deliver at the Tunisian Parliament
after those vibrant debates of the new constitution in 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Cheri Whaley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled What Is Enlightenment?: Continuity or Rupture in the Wake of
the Arab Uprisings. Try to stumble through book What Is Enlightenment?: Continuity or Rupture in the
Wake of the Arab Uprisings as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Johnny Hoffman:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love What Is Enlightenment?:
Continuity or Rupture in the Wake of the Arab Uprisings, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Rachel Daniels:

This What Is Enlightenment?: Continuity or Rupture in the Wake of the Arab Uprisings is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having What Is Enlightenment?: Continuity or Rupture in the Wake of the Arab
Uprisings in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Preston Garza:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book What Is Enlightenment?: Continuity or Rupture in the
Wake of the Arab Uprisings to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available



a book and study it. Beside that the book What Is Enlightenment?: Continuity or Rupture in the Wake of the
Arab Uprisings can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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