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"No one can make us love love as much as Shakespeare, and no one can make us despair of it as effectively
as he does." William Shakespeare is the only classical author to remain widely popular—not only in America
but throughout the world—and Allan Bloom argues that this is because no other writer holds up a truer
mirror to human nature. Unlike the Romantics and other moderns, Shakespeare has no project for the
betterment or salvation of mankind—his poetry simply gives us eyes to see what is there. In particular, we
see the full variety of erotic connections, from the "star-crossed" devotions of Romeo and Juliet to the failed
romance of Troilus and Cressida to the problematic friendship of Falstaff and Hal.

This volume includes essays on five plays, Romeo and Juliet, Anthony and Cleopatra, Measure for Measure,
Troilus and Cressida, and The Winter's Tale, and within these Bloom meditates on Shakespeare's work as a
whole. He also draws on his formidable knowledge of Plato, Rousseau, and others to bring both ancients and
moderns into the conversation. The result is a truly synoptic treatment of eros—not only a philosophical
reflection on Shakespeare, but a survey of the human spirit and its tendency to seek what Bloom calls the
"connectedness" of love and friendship.

These highly original interpretations of the plays convey a deep respect for their author and a deep
conviction that we still have much to learn from him. In Bloom's view, we live in a love-impoverished age;
he asks us to turn once more to Shakespeare because the playwright gives us a rich version of what is
permanent in human nature without sharing our contemporary assumptions about erotic love.

"Provocative and illuminating." —Michiko Kakutani, New York Times

"A brilliant analysis of the erotic ugliness and the balancing erotic grace of The Winter's Tale . . . and Bloom
makes more sense of [Measure for Measure] than anyone else I have read." —A. S. Byatt, Washington Post
Book World

At his death in 1992, Allan Bloom was the John U. Nef Distinguished Service Professor in the Committee on
Social Thought at the University of Chicago. He is the author of several books, including Shakespeare's
Politics (with Harry V. Jaffa) and The Closing of the American Mind.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Freeman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Shakespeare on
Love and Friendship suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Shakespeare on Love and Friendshipis the main one of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Charles Holland:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Shakespeare on Love and Friendship, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Edgar Villanueva:

The actual book Shakespeare on Love and Friendship has a lot of information on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Megan Jordan:

Precisely why? Because this Shakespeare on Love and Friendship is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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