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Terence McKenna hypothesizes that as the North African jungles receded, giving way to savannas and
grasslands near the end of the most recent ice age, a branch of our arboreal primate ancestors |eft the forest
canopy and began living in the open areas beyond. There they experimented with new varieties of foods as
they adapted, physically and mentally, to the environment. Among the new foods found in this environment
were psilocybin-contai ning mushrooms growing near dung of ungulate herds occupying the savannas and
grasslands.

Referencing the research of Roland L. Fisher, McKenna claims the enhancement of visual acuity was an
effect of psilocybin at low doses and suggests this would confer adaptive advantage. He argues that the
effects of dightly larger doses, including sexual arousal, and in larger doses, ecstatic hallucinations &
glossolalia - gave selective evolutionary advantages to members of those tribes who partook of it. There were
many changes caused by the introduction of this psychoactive to primate diets. He hypothesizes, for instance,
that synesthesia (the blurring of sensory boundaries) caused by psilocybin led to the development of spoken
language: the ability to form pictures in another person's mind through the use of vocal sounds.

About 12,000 years ago, further climate changes removed psilocybin-containing mushrooms from human
diets. He argues that this event resulted in a new set of profound changesin our species as we reverted to the
previous brutal primate social structures that had been modified and/or repressed by frequent consumption of
psilocybin.
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Fogarty:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Food of the
Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge : A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human
Evolution suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Food of the Gods: The Search for the Origina Tree of Knowledge : A Radical History of Plants,
Drugs, and Human Evolutionis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was
inspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the ssimple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Richard Ybarra:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different
you can read the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading areserve. The book Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge :
A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution it is extremely good to read. There are alot of
people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Dolores Young:

Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge : A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and
Human Evolution can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving hig/her effort to put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge : A
Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jeremy Quick:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Food of the Gods: The Search for the
Original Tree of Knowledge : A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution to make your own



reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent is devel oping when you similar to reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to wide open abook and learn it. Beside that the guide
Food of the Gods. The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge : A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and
Human Evolution can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of these time.
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