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“Just seeing the nostalgic advertisements, postcards, and photos is enough to make readers reclaim their own
youth, no matter how far removed from it they may be.”—Tim Hollis, author of Selling the Sunshine State

“Tells the story of how a myth became so pervasive in Florida culture—to the point that Fountains of Youth
sprang up all over.”—Lu Vickers, author of Weeki Wachee Mermaids

Juan Ponce de León reached the shores of Florida on April 2, 1513. Although historians have long debunked
the myth of the conquistador’s search for the Fountain of Youth, his fabled quest remains inextricably tied to
the image of the Sunshine State.  Even today, Florida’s mythical, magical waters—some reputed to have
healing powers—remain a potent part of the state’s appeal for tourists and residents alike.
           
Featuring reproductions of eye-catching postcards, vintage advertisements, vibrant photos, and other
“Ponceabilia,” Finding the Fountain of Youth reveals how Florida itself has been transformed into a veritable
Fountain of Youth, a paradisiacal playground, a utopia of rejuvenating springs and beautiful mermaids.

More than a collection of nostalgic kitsch, however, the book also addresses the very real problem of
protecting Florida’s fragile springs. These pristine waters—numbering more than 700—were once revered
by the Timucua and Calusa and celebrated by a variety of writers, including William Bartram and Harriet
Beecher Stowe. In time, some became known as Panacea Springs or Epiritu Santo Springs, new names meant
to extol their sacred nature to visitors in polka-dotted bathing suits and Panama hats. Today, world-famous
sites such as Silver Springs, known for crystal-clear underwater photographs and iconic glass-bottomed
boats, are cloudy; others are on the verge of disappearing altogether as new housing developments and
businesses draw down the underlying aquifer.

Through five hundred years of history, the search for water has defined Florida. That is no less true for
today’s residents as it was for mid-twentieth-century tourists or even Ponce de León himself. Finding the
Fountain of Youth is a delightful reminder of journeys past—and a peek at those to come.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Finding the Fountain of Youth: Ponce de Leon and
Florida's Magical Waters ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Finding the Fountain of
Youth: Ponce de Leon and Florida's Magical Waters is not only giving you far more new information but
also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Finding the Fountain of Youth: Ponce de Leon and
Florida's Magical Waters. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Robert Clift:

The reason why? Because this Finding the Fountain of Youth: Ponce de Leon and Florida's Magical Waters
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.

Arthur Warnick:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Finding the Fountain of Youth: Ponce
de Leon and Florida's Magical Waters that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you could pick Finding the Fountain of Youth: Ponce de Leon and Florida's Magical Waters
become your current starter.

Ann Clark:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
Finding the Fountain of Youth: Ponce de Leon and Florida's Magical Waters we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the



best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Finding the
Fountain of Youth: Ponce de Leon and Florida's Magical Waters. You can more inviting than now.
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