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For over a quarter century, Iran has been one of America's chief nemeses. Ever since Ayatollah Khomeini
overthrew the Shah in 1979, the relationship between the two nations has been antagonistic: revolutionary
guards chanting against the Great Satan, Bush fulminating against the Axis of Evil, Iranian support for
Hezbollah, and President Ahmadinejad blaming the U.S. for the world's ills.

The unending war of words suggests an intractable divide between Iran and the West, one that may very well
lead to a shooting war in the near future. But as Ray Takeyh shows in this accessible and authoritative
history of Iran's relations with the world since the revolution, behind the famous personalities and extremist
slogans is a nation that is far more pragmatic--and complex--than many in the West have been led to believe.
Takeyh explodes many of our simplistic myths of Iran as an intransigently Islamist foe of the West. Tracing
the course of Iranian policy since the 1979 revolution, Takeyh identifies four distinct periods: the
revolutionary era of the 1980s, the tempered gradualism following the death of Khomeini and the end of the
Iran-Iraq war in 1989, the "reformist" period from 1997-2005 under President Khatami, and the shift toward
confrontation and radicalism since the election of President Ahmadinejad in 2005.

Takeyh shows that three powerful forces--Islamism, pragmatism, and great power pretensions--have
competed in each of these periods, and that Iran's often paradoxical policies are in reality a series of
compromises between the hardliners and the moderates, often with wild oscillations between pragmatism
and ideological dogmatism. The U.S.'s task, Takeyh argues, is to find strategies that address Iran's
objectionable behavior without demonizing this key player in an increasingly vital and volatile region. With
its clear-sighted grasp of both nuance and historical sweep, Guardians of the Revolution will stand as the
standard work on this controversial--and central--actor in world politics for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Hughes:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Guardians of the Revolution:
Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or suitable book with you?

Jessica Jennings:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the
World in the Age of the Ayatollahs. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Charles Powers:

The actual book Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs will bring that
you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Guardians of the Revolution: Iran
and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Nora Mickey:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This e-book Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs was filled
with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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