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The majority of studies on the agricultural history of Japan have focused on the public administration of land
and production, and rice, the principal source of revenue, has received the most attention. However, while
this cereal has clearly played a decisive role in the public economy of the Japanese State, it has not had a
predominant place in agricultural production. Far from confining its scope to a study of rice growing for tax
purposes, this volume looks at the subsistence economy in the plant kingdom as a whole.

This book examines the history of agriculture in premodern Japan from the 8th to the 17th century, dealing
with the history of agricultural techniques and food supply of rice, wheat, millet and other grains. Drawing
extensively on material from history, literature, archaeology, ethnography and botany, it analyses each of the
farming operations from sowing to harvesting, and the customs pertaining to consumption. It also challenges
the widespread theory that rice cultivation has been the basis of "Japaneseness" for two millennia and the
foundation of Japanese civilization by focusing on the biodiversity and polycultural traditions of Japan.
Further, it will play a role in the current dialogue on the future of sustainable agricultural production from the
viewpoints of ecology, biodiversity, dietary culture and food security throughout the world as traditional
techniques such as crop rotation are explored in connection with the safeguarding of the minerals in the soil.

Surveying agricultural techniques across the centuries and highlighting the dietary diversity of Japan, this
book will appeal to students and scholars of Japanese history, the history of science and technology,
medieval history, cultural anthropology and agriculture.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet Blum:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply
in Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Virginia Dunn:

The e-book untitled Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham Research
Institute Series) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ruth Coleman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham Research
Institute Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra
time problems.

Richard Rodriguez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply
in Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you
looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons.
So , why hesitate? We should have Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham
Research Institute Series).
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