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Moment of Grace tells the story of the American city in its remarkable heyday. Never before or after the
1950s were downtowns so exciting, neighborhoods so settled, or suburban dwellers so optimistic. Urban
culture was at its peak: it was vital, urbane, conformist, and generating rebellion all at once. Capturing the
mood of the '50s in superb historical photographs and mining delightfully varied sources—including urban
critics, interviews with city residents, novels, songs, magazines, and newspapers—Moment of Grace brings
alive the downtowns, the neighborhoods, and the suburbs of the era. A rich historical reflection on a singular
decade, the book also portrays the '50s as a critical turning point in American culture and economy. Michael
Johns shows us exactly why city life never could or would be the same again.

Giving a vivid sense of the lived experience of the day, Johns explores the '50s in cities such as New York,
San Francisco, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Oakland, writing about fashion (which demanded the highest
heels and pointiest breasts in history), nightlife, architecture, literature, business and economic trends, and
teenage culture. He tells us what was for sale in the stores, who lived in the neighborhoods, what life was
like for women in the brand-new suburbs, and much more. And he confronts difficult issues head-on. What
did the loss of city jobs and the simultaneous success of the civil rights movement mean for black
neighborhoods? What were the profound consequences of the rise of the suburbs for family life?

In contrast to the vibrant cities of the '50s, the streets of today's downtowns are often empty if not suffused
with melancholy. Johns uncovers the seeds of the transformation from the '50s to today, and at the same
time, he paints a memorable picture of the American past.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Moment of Grace: The American City in the
1950s. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

George Marsh:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
as it. So , do you even now thinking Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Donald Hidalgo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Jodi Harper:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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